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Host’s last-minute withdrawal leaves
historic Science Congress in the lurch

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A month after announcing
that it would host the 109th
edition of the Indian
Science Congress, the Ja-
landhar-based Lovely Pro-
fessional University (LPU)
has backed out, The Hindu
has reliably learnt. This
makes it unlikely that the
annual three-day event —
traditionally inaugurated
by the Prime Minister and
with a history stretching
back to pre-Independent
India — can be held as
usual in the first week of Ja-
nuary, according to func-
tionaries associated with
the Indian Science Con-
gress Association (ISCA),
the Kolkata-based organis-
er of the Congress.
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K

Lovely Professional University
last hosted the Indian Science
Congress in 2019. PTI

This comes after the De-
partment of Science and
Technology (DST) — which
funds the Science Congress
and pays for much of IS-

CA’s budget — alleged that
the decision to hold the
event at LPU was one of
several “unilateral” deci-
sions taken by a “few mem-
bers” of the ISCA.

“Unforeseen challenges
have arisen, making it un-
feasable [sic] for Lovely
Professional [University] to
fulfill its hosting responsi-
bilities,” said an e-mail dat-
ed December 17, sent from
LPU registrar Monica Gula-
ti to ISCA general president
Arvind Saxena.

Mr. Saxena told The Hin-
du that he was sent the e-
mail without warning and
was “surprised” by the
LPU’s decision. “The pro-
gramme schedules have
been drawn, speakers in-
vited... The last-minute
withdrawal means that it is

unlikely we can go ahead
in January,” he said.

Ironically, LPU’s sudden
withdrawal comes after it
had, of its own accord, of-
fered to host the event, af-
ter the original host chosen
by the ISCA - the Universi-
ty of Lucknow - rescinded
its offer. The LPU had pre-
viously hosted the Science
Congress in 2019.

Once the only event of
its kind, where India’s pre-
eminent scientists and
technologists converged to
discuss scientific updates,
give public lectures, and
interact with students, the
Science Congress has had
multiple trysts with contro-
versy over the past decade.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



K’taka aims to make schoolbags 50% lighter

PURAN CHOUDHARY @Bengaluru

FROM the next academic year,
students of Karnataka schools
will carry a lighter load on
their shoulders. Following re-
peated appeals by parents and
educationists, the state govern-
ment has taken steps to reduce
the weight of school bags by
cutting 50 per cent of textbooks
for the academic year 2024-25.
Students from classes 1 to 10
will now be issued textbooks
twice in the academic year, di-
vided into two parts (Summa-
tive Assessment 1 and 2).

In 2019, the Department of
State Education Research and

Training (DSERT) had formed a
committee to look into the mat-
ter, taking into account stake-
holders such as educationists,
doctors, legal advisers and pedi-

atricians who had taken up an
extensive study to come up with
an optimum bag weight for stu-
dents in different classes. The
committee held a meeting on Oc-
tober 6 this year and submitted
a report on October 12.

The government issued the
order last week. With the depart-
ment allowing two textbooks,
students will have to use part 1
for the first half of the year and
the second for the latter half.

The committee in its report
concluded that for students in
classes 1 and 2, the ideal bag
weight should be 1.5to 2kg. For
classes 3 to 5, students can carry
2to3kgand for classes6t0 8, the

permitted limit is 3 to 4 kg. For
classes 9 and 10, the committes
recommended 4 to 5 kg. It also
sald that the bag load should b¢:
checked at schools and moni-
tored at the district and block
level in clusters to see that the
government order is being fol-
lowed, This move will ease the
physical strain.

Suggestions also included
that textbooks that include ad-
ditional reading material
should be printed as separate
books and kept in schools. “The
literature can be used during
classes and collected at the end.
keeping them in schools,” reac!

the report.,



Symptomatic
students
advised not to
attend classes
in schools

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Umbrella organisation of
private schools such as As-
sociated Managements of
English Medium Schools in
Karnataka (KAMS) have an-
nounced precautionary
measures in the light of
new variant of COVID-19
being detected in Kerala.
Among other things, they
have advised screening of
symptomatic students and
recommending them to
stay home. They said in the
advisory that it is a routine
practice in most schools
that any child with viral or
allergic cold/cough symp-
toms is not allowed to at-
tend school and advised to
get medical attention. The
same is to be followed with
extra care in the back-
ground of the alert on the
new variant of virus.
Regular temperature
checking, sanitising school
premises and asking stu-
dents with low immunity
to wear masks are among
the things suggested.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Shashikumar D., general
secretary of KAMS said,
“The State government has
issued Covid-19 advisory
and SOP. Therefore, it is
our duty protect the
schoolchildren.”




Most Important Topics For

Science &
Technology

UPSC Prelims & Mains




IIA scientists trace the source of solar burst
which occurred in December 2013

The study asserts that simultaneous multiwavelength observations from various vantage points are vital in revealing the origin of CMEs from the sun

The Hindu Bureau

BENCALURU
cientists from the In-
Sdi;m Institute of As-
trophysics (I1A)

probing the evolution of a
prominence eruption (PE)
that occurred from the
west-limb of the Sun in
2013 have traced the
source of the solar burst.

Using ground-based op-
tical and radio telescope
data, as well as data from
space-based satellites of
NASA, scientists from I1A
studied a unique PE that
occurred on December 4,
2013. This could help in a
better understanding of
what makes space weather
tick.

“The sun often ejects
plasma and magnetic fields
in the form of coronal mass
ejections (CMEs). These
CMEs are typically asso-
ciated with features on the
solar disk known as fila-

A representative image showing solar explosion.

ments or prominences.
The triggering mechan-
isms of these erupting fea-
tures are of great scientific
interest in determining the
speed of the CME and its
impact on space weather,

and hence the potential
harm they can cause to our
satellites and communica-
tion networks when they
hit the Earth,” states the
Department of Science and
Technology.

senerally, CMEs are
accompanied by type I
radio bursts due to
shock-accelerated
electrons, which are
surprisingly not detected
in this case.

SYED IERAHIM,
co-author, a post-doc fellow at 1A

Prediction of the exact
path of the CME through
interplanetary space, and
hence its effect on Earth
(or geoeffectiveness), is not
easy, and is a subject of in-
tense research. Therefore,
studying CMEs that were
geoeffective as well as
those that did not make it,
are hoth essential to make
progress.

This PE was associated
with a slow CME that pro-
pagated a distance of only
40 times the radius of the

Sun in the Sun's atmosph-
ere, as well as a weak solar
flare. It was found that the
average acceleration of the
prominence is quite small
compared to strong flarse,
which is why the associat-
ed CME was slower.
“Unlike the other cases
of strong CMEs, an imba-
lance of the magnetic forc-
es triggered this promi-
nence eruption,” said P
Vemareddy, the first auth-
or of the paper and a facul-
ty member at the institute,

Type I bursts

In addition, this flare was
also accompanied by a
type of radio bursts called
type III, which were re-
corded by the ground-
based radio spectrograph
from the Gauribidanur
Low-frequency Solar Spec-
trograph (GLOSS). GLDSS
is operated by IIA at the
Gauribidanur Radio Obser-
vatory. “Generally, CMEs

are accompanied by type II
radio bursts due to shock-
accelerated electrons,
which are surprisingly not
detected in this case,” said
Syed Ibrahim, a co-author
and a post-doctoral fellow
at I1A. The scientists found
that this prominence was
located in a region with
weak magnetic polarities.

The study published in
MNRAS asserts that simul-
taneous multiwavelength
observations from diffe-
rent vantage points are ve-
ry important to reveal the
origin of CMEs from the
sun.

“In particular, imaging
observations close to the
Sun are the key to deter-
mine the speed of the CME
which the space payload
Visible Emission Line Co-
ronagraph (VELC}) on-
board the solar space ob-
servatory  Aditya-L1 s
going to provide soon,” Mr
Vemareddy said.



Al-powered Drug Discovery start-up Peptris raises
$IM in pre-seed funding led by Speciale Invest

The investment will enable Pepiris to accelerate its Al-powered discovery programmes and expand its pipeline of potential drug candidates

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

epiris
Technologies
Private Limited, a
Bangalore-based Al drug
discovery company, has
announced $1 million in
pre-seed

round investment led by
Speciale Invest.

The funding would help
boost the company’s
efforts in advancing
Al-driven solutions in the
drug
development/discovery
sector, with a special focus
on developing novel
therapies for undruggable
targets, particularly in
oncology, inflammation,
and rare diseases.

Drug discovery process
Peptris, through its Al
platform, aims to
transform the traditionally
lengthy and costly drug
discovery process, which
often spans over a decade
and incurs substantial
costs, making essential
medications financially
out of reach for many.
The company’s
technology narrows down
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(From left) Marayanan Venkatasubramanian, Anand Budni, Shridhar Narayanan and Amit Mahajan.

extensive chemical
libraries to pinpoint
promising drug
candidates, marking a
significant advancement
over traditional drug
discovery methods.
The team at Peptris
intends to leverage and
capitalize on the recent
maturation of Al

technology in developing
its proprietary drug
discovery platform. The
strides in unsupervised
learning and the
availability of vast
chemical libraries have
opened new avenues in
the sector, offering
substantial market
opportunities.

Pepiris is capitalizing
on this opportunity by
developing a proprietary
Al platform that reduces
preclinical development
timelines and costs
multifold.

Rare diseases
The company is
broadening its research

scope to include rare
diseases, in addition to its
ongoing work in oncology
and inflammation. This
strategic expansion aligns
with the company's
mission to leverage Al for
the rapid and efficient
discovery of novel
therapeutic options. The
integration of Al in drug
discovery, particularly in
the context of rare
diseases, addresses over
7000 known conditions
lacking approved
reatments.

“The parmership with
Speciale Invest marks a
significant milestone in
our journey.”

“The current funding
will help us accelerate our
Al-powered discovery
programmes and create a
robust pipeline of
potential drug
candidates,”
said Narayanan
Venkatasubramanian, CEQ
and co-founder of Peptris.

India’s pharmaceutical
expertise

“The backing from
Speciale Invest is set to
catalyze Pepiris’ journey,
supporting the expansion

of the drug pipeline and
further refinement of the
platform,” he further
added.

Peptris was founded in
2019 by Narayanan
Venkatasubramanian,
Anand Budni, and Amit
Mahajan who are
computational experis
and Shridhar Narayanan
who has contributed to
the discovery and
development of several
clinical candidate drugs,
including
Enmetazobactam.

The team has been
incubated at C-CAMP in
Bengaluru.

“We hope this
parmership will help
leverage India’s
pharmaceutical expertise
and computational talents,
making a significant
impact globally. This
investment aligns with
Speciale Invest’s mission
to support deep tech
start-ups set to
revolutionize their
industries through
scientific research and
innovative technologies,”
said Vishesh Rajaram,
Managing Partner at
Speciale Invest.
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Measuring scientists’ productivity
with numbers undermines science

Numerical measures were originally developed to track research productivity. But today, they increasingly influence decdisions related o hiring. funding. promotions, and

awards. This s alarming because of fundamental concerns related to the effect of guantitative indicators on academic practice at large

Karishma Kaushik

cleniksts at Stanford Unbversity

recently ranked the “top® 2% of

schentists in a varlety of fields.

The ranking contained an
up-tordate list of the maost highly cited
scientists in these disciplines. That is, the
list consists of the wop 100,000 scientists
based on an aggregate of numerical
Indicators, equal in this case 1o those
scientists who have authored papers
whose citation count lies in the top 2% in
each field.

The presence of Indian sclentists in this
list has garnered substantial public
attention. They have been accompanied
by institutional press releases, news
features, and award citations.

Given this fanfare, It's important that
we urderstand what the top 2% ranking
system actually measures and how well
the measure correlates with real-warld
scientific achlevermnent.

A combination of numbers

The 2% ranking system is based on
standardised citation metrics across all
scientific disciplines. In the schentific
research serting, a cltation ks a reference
to a piece of information, typically an
already published entity like an article,
book, or a paper ina journal. For a
scientlst, belng cied means that some
seientific publication that they have
authored has served as a reference, basls
or source for some parts of subsequent
research in the feld.

Using scientific publication data from
the Scopus database of published papers,
maintained by the publisher Elsevier, the
2% ranking svstem uses a composite
citation index that is based on gix citation
indicators, These are: (i) the total number
of citations for a paper, {1} the toral
number of citation for a paper where the
seientlst is a single author (e, no
co-authors), (i) the total number of
citations for papers where the sclentist is
asingle or the frst author, (v) the wotal
number of citations for papers where the
scientlst is a single, first or last author, ()
the number of papers for which the
scientist has been cited at least the same
nisimber of tmes (h-divdex), and () the
number of citations per author for all the
authors of a paper.

By combining the values of these
Indicators, the 2% ranking system
assesses scientists’ citation impact in a
single cabendar year as well as throughout
their careers.

Change of character
This way, using different sdentometric
indicators, many scientists have

Scientists have attempted ta nurnerically quantify their peers’ scentdfic achivements. These figures da nat always reweal the truth. SOMAN SKEVFHNTIUNSPLASH

attermpted 1o numerically quantify their
peers' scientific achievement. For
example, the ‘AD scientific index”
measures the productivity coeffickent of a
schentis using the heindex, the 10 index
(number of publications with at least 10
cltations), and other numbers; the “h-frac
index' tracks the fractlonal alloeation of
cltarions among co-suthors; and the
‘Author Contribution Scores” computes a
continuous score that reflects a scientist™s
contributions relative o those of other
authors over ime. There are many
others,

Murnerical measures were originally
developed to track research productivity.
But they have since backfired and today
increasingly influence decisions related to
hiring, funding, promotions, awards,
recognitions, and professional growth.
This is alarming because of fundamental
concerns related o using rankings and
metrics as a perfect measure of scientific
productivity and the effect of quantitative
indicators on academic practice at large,

Mumibers aren't evervthing

First, ranking svstems and indices rely
almost solely on quantitative data derived
from citation profiles. They don't - can’t
evaluate the quallty or impact of some
schentific work. For example, & scientist
with 3,500 chiatlons in biology could have
accrued half of them from review”
artleles, which are articles that survey
other published work instead of reporting
ortginal research. As a result, this person
may rank among the top 2% of sclentises
by cliatlons, On the other hand, a sclentis
with 600 citations all from orlginal

e®

The 2% ranking svstem is based on
standardised citation metrics acrss
all scientific disciplines

research will be out of the top 2%.

For another example, a bistechnologist
with 700 citations from 28 papers
published in 1972015 and a sclentist with
a similar number of eitatlons from 33
perpers published in 20042020 may both
be in the top 2%. The latter's advantage ks
that the rapid growth of and electromic
access 10 academic publishing has
resulted in clitation inflation over tinme.

Hidden incentives

Second, citation metrics don't allow us o
extrapolate between fields or acoount for
specific aspects of research in sub-fiekds.
For example, in microbiology, the
organism one 5 studying determines the
timeline of a study. S0 a scientlst working
with, say, a bacterial species that's
difficult to grow (ke that of iberculosis)
woitlid appear to be less productive than a
sclentist working with raphd ornaround
technologies like computational
modelling.

Third, the overvaluation of the
numbers of publications and citations,
the position of autharship (single, first or
last), etc. breeds unethdcal sclentific
practices. That is, such a system
incentivises sclentists to Inflate thelr
citathon count by citing themselves,

paying others to cite their work, and
competing for author positions.
Correcting these indices by accounting for
shared authorship also devalues some
fundamental tenets of sclentific work and
undermines the idea that research may
take time o have an impact.

‘Extracurricular’ pressures

Fourth, rankings and metrics restrict the
definition of a “wp” scientist W somecne
who has simply been productive in
research. This won't account for
scientists” other responsibilities, such as
teaching, mentoring, community service,
administration, cutreach, etc. In fact,
quantifying scientific productivity based
only on research citations could appear to
penalise those who are engaged in some
or all of these other activitles which are
eqqually important for science to benefit
sOCheLy.

Academic publishing howses and
imstitutional ranking systems also take
advantage of the impact that quantitative
indicators have on scientists’ career and
recognition by usiing it o pressure
scientists to ‘publish or perish’ and by
promoting “high impact-Betor jourmals”
that supposedly recefve more citations.
Sclentific instiutes also resort to
quantitative indicators when evaluating
sclentists for hikes and promotion.

But beyond the complicated, oft-Tawed
systems developed o assess research
productivity, the best way to evaluate
scientists” work remains relatively simple:
read the science.

{Karizhma Kaushik fs the Executive
Director of IndiaBicscience.)

THE GIST
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Revolutionising interfaces: the journey of
touchscreens from concept to ubiquity

Ongoing advancements in touchscreen technology focus on enhancing interfaces for smaller devices like smartwatches, leveraging machine learning

for improved data extraction, and integrating more sensors into smartphones, striving for more seamless human-machine interactions

Vasudevan Mukunth

he computing power of the

smartphones in our pockets

has often drawn comparisons

to computing machines of the
mid-20th century, which themselves were
powerful for their time. Our access to
such a powerful technology owes itself to
advanees in electronics, signalling, and
fabrication - but its ultimate ubiquity
owes itself to a human-machine interface
that has become so intuitive as to make
smartphones an extension of our arms:
the touchscreen.

What is a touchscreen?
A touchscreen is a surface that combines
two functions: to receive inputs for a
computer (say, tapping on an app) and to
display the output (launching the app).
Aside from smartphones, touchscreens
are also found today on ATM machines,
various household appliances (including
TVs and AC panels), e-readers, billing
systems, and electronic voting machines,
By many accounts, the touchscreen
was invented by an engineer named E.A.
Johnson at the Royal Radar Establishment
in Malvern, U.K., in 1965. In two papers
he published in 1965 and 1967, Johnson
set out the specifics of his invention - a
capacitive device that could register being
touched by a finger. In the 1967 paper, he
WwWrote:
“The idea of the Touch Display was
conceived at R.RLE. in an attempt to
overcome the limitations in man-machine
communications .... It was originally put
forward in the context of an Air Traffic
Control Data-processing System for which
it has clear application, but it is felt that

the arrangement has much wider
application..."

The next major invention on this front
was the resistive touchscreen in 1970,
attributed to G. Samuel Hurst, then at the
University of Kentucky. These two
inventions, but the latter in particular,
gave way to a stream of innovation. For
example, in 1982, Nimish Mehta at the
University of Toronto developed a
touchscreen that could sense two touches
at the same time (i.e. multitouch). In 1983,
the American artist Myron Krueger
reported a way to capture different hand
gestures as actions on a screen. Bob Boie
at Bell Labs built on Mehta's work to
develop the first transparent (capacitive)
multitouch interface in 1984.

While touchscreens also came to be
adapted for computer terminals that
non-experts could use to interact with the
machine from the early 1970s, they
started to become commonplace in
everyday-use with a portable
email-capable device that I[EM and
Bellsouth launched in 1993, called Simon,
followed by Apple’s Newton, the Palm
Pilot PDA, and other PDAs (short for
personal digital assistants). In the early
2000s, engineers lead the way with
wall-sized touchscreens that multiple
people could interact with, even
remotely; devices that could render
normal’ computers capable of sensing
touch and gestures; early touchpads that
used multitouch to bring finger
movements into the virtual realm; plus
various improvements to the way
touchscreens worked.

Vis-a-vis consumer electronics, there
were two big breakthroughs in 2007: the
release of the LG Prada and the Apple

iPhone, which were the first phones with
touchscreens.

How do touchscreens work?

The two most common types of
touchscreens are capacitive and resistive;
there are other techniques as well. Of
these, capacitive touchscreens are used in
smartphones and other portable
‘information appliances’.

Such a touchscreen consists of a
surface with a grid of capacitors.

A capacitor is an electronic device that
consists of two plates parallel to each
other, with an air gap in between, and
each plate connected to the circuit. The
plates store electric charge.

When a finger touches the surface, an
imperceptible amount of charge from a
capacitor nearby flows through the wires
into the finger, distorting the electric field
at that point. Sensors located at the edges
of the screen locate this distortion and
relay it to a signal-processor to determine
where the finger has touched. (This is
why some touchscreens can't sense touch
if the user is wearing gloves.)

A more involved scheme called the
projected capacitive method is used in
smartphones with the mutual capacitance
architecture. Here, there are two
conducting layers. Each layer consists of
strips of conducting material: in one, the
strips run left to right, and in the other
from top to bottom. When two strips
cross over each other, they form a
capacitor, and the changes in its
capacitance are used to measure where a
finger has touched the screen. This
scheme is amenable to detecting multiple
simultaneous touches.

Instead of capacitors, a resistive

touchscreen uses resistance. That is,
there are two sheets, both conductors,
separated by a small gap.

When a finger touches one sheet, it
moves it at that point to touch the
underlying sheet, allowing a current to
pass there. Again, sensors pick up on this
distortion from a grid of wires attached to
one of the two sheets and, using a
processor, determine the point of touch.
COther touchscreen technologies are based
on optical inputs and acoustic waves,
among others.

Between 2007 and 2013, capacitive
touchscreens overtook resistive
touchscreens in the consumer electronics
market.

Resistive touchscreens are cheaper to
make and require less power to operate,
But according to a review published in the
journal Sensors in July 2021, capacitive
touchscreens have better image clarity,
sensitivity, and durability.

‘What next for touchscreens?

While rouchscreen technology has
advanced rapidly, innovation continues to
this day, given the advent of
smartwatches and their small screens;
machine-learning approaches that can
extract more and more information from
noisy inputs; and the integration of more
and more sensors into smartphones
themselves.

Ultimately, what E.A. Johnson wanted
was a way to ease “man-machine
interactions”, not a way to have haptic
interactions with machines per se. In this
sense, the machines around us virtually
have a long way to go until, like in the Iron
Man films, they're extensions of
ourselves,
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COVID-19: State
to Increase
testing; 44 cases
in 24 hours

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
decided to double down
on COVID-19 testing and
Whole Genome Sequenc-
ing of positive samples in
the State, in light of a new
subvariant JN.1 of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus being
found in neighbouring
Kerala.

Only 722 COVID-19 tests
were conducted in the
State in the last 24 hours
and 44 of them were posi-
tive, with a test positivity
rate of 6.09%. The State
now looks to increase the
testing to an average of
5,000 a day.

Meanwhile, the adviso-
ry issued by the Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare, Karnataka on
Tuesday, advised everyone
to wear masks in crowded
spaces with low ventila-
tion.



State to increase COVID-19
testing to 5,000 a day; guidelines
issued for genome sequencing

As many as 44 new cases reported in 24 hours, according to the Health Department bulletin. The Union Ministry

of Health and Family Welfare is scheduled to hold a meeting with all the States today

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State has decid-
T ed to increase test-
ing and Whole Ge-

nome Sequencing (WGS) of
positive cases, as it gears
up to navigate a possible
COVID-19 upsurge again
due to the JN.1 subvariant
prevalent in the neigh-
bouring State of Kerala.
“Presently, the number
of COVID-19 tests being
conducted in the State is
very low, We have decided
to increase testing to 5,000
a day,” said D. Randeep,
Commissioner of Health
and Family Welfare.
Guidelines issued by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare to all
the States on Monday, re-
commended  “ensuring
adequate testing in all dis-
tricts as per COVID-19 gui-
delines and maintaining
RT PCR and RAT tests ra-
tio”. The Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
is scheduled to hold a
meeting with all the State
governments through a vi-
deo conferencing on Wed-

—

The Health Department has given instructions to all the district and
taluk hospitals to take stock of the situation and be prepared.
FILE FHOTO

nesday morning. The State
government has for one
restarted the daily CO-
VID-19 health bulletin on
Tuesday, which showed 44
new COVID-19 cases were
reported in the State in the
last 24 hours. With 35 pa-
tients discharged in the last
24 hours, there are a total
of 79 active cases in the
State as of Tuesday, the
bulletin said. Since the De-
partment of Health and Fa-
mily Welfare hasn't re-
leased data of cases
reported during the pre-

vious few days, it is difficult
to say whether there has
been an uptick or not.

However, the bulletin
showed that the State has
only conducted 722 tests —
487 RT PCR tests and 235
RAT tests — in the last 24
hours and 44 tested posi-
tive, with a high positivity
rate of 6.09%.

In the active cases, 62
are in home isolation, 17
rases are admitted to hos-
pital, while six people are
in ICU and 11 are taking
treatment in  isolation

COVID update

Mew cases: 44 | Pasitivity rate
Total tests: T22

RT-PCR:-487 |

RAT: 235
Inth_elastzq,huurs

State govt. advisory

People aged 60 and above,
those with comorbidities,
pregnant women, lactating
mothers, and those with
respiratory symptoms like fever,
cough, cold, and running nose
miust wear masks, and avoid
closed and poorly ventilated
spaces and crowded areas.

beds, stated in the depart-
ment bulletin.

Guidelines

The Karnataka Health and
Family Welfare Depart-
ment issued a circular and
directed the district auth-
orities to conduct Whole
Genome Sequencing
(WGS) in cases such as
symptomatic with interna-
tional travel history, repre-
sentative samples from
clusters or focal outbreaks

with severe morbidity or
mortality. The Health De-
partment has stated in the
circular that the WGS
should be done for serious-
ly sick, hospitalised pa-
tients, SARI cases, pro-
longed hospital admission,
cases of COVID-19 re-infec-
tion, infection of indivi-
duals who have been vacci-
nated with two doses and
COVID-19 deaths.

Meanwhile, BIAL offi-
cials said no precautionary
measures had been taken
in the Bengaluru Interna-
tional airport.

Hospital preparedness
In another circular issued
on Tuesday by the Health
Department has given in-
structions to all the district
and taluk hospitals to take
stock of the situation and
be prepared.

The department has di-
rected district health offi-
cials to check the status of
PSA plants, liquid medical
oxygen plants, ICU ventila-
tors, oxygen cylinders, ox-
ygen concentrators, medi-
cal gas pipeline, and
equipment in ICU.




Centre reviews preparedness of health
facilities as COV1d-19 cases see surge

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ NewDelhl

AMID an uptick in Covid-19
cases in the country, Union

Health Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya will hold a meeting on

Wednesday to review the pre-

paredness of health facilities
and services in the country.
The virtual meeting will be
attended by health ministers
and additional chief. principal
secretaries (health) of all states
and Union Territories (UTSs)
and concerned officials of Cen-
tral ministries and depart-
ments, officials said. | s
The Centre on Monday is-
sued an advisory to states to
monitor and keep a vigil, as In-
dia has recorded an uptick of

respiratory illness cases and a -

spike in Covid-19 cases.

- The advisory has also come
as India detected its first case
of the new JN.1 variant of the
coronavirus in the country. The
new variant is leading a surge

% ;

in many countries, especially
the US, Singapore and China.
As the cases are spiking in
some southern states, especially
Kerala, where one death was re-
ported, officials said that the

minister will review the re-

sponse preparedness of health
facilities and services in view of
the recent upsurge in respirato-

ry illnesses such as Influenza-

Like Illness (ILI) and Severe
Acute Respiratory Illness (SARI),
including Covid, in a few states.

He will also take stock of the
status of the availability of

Needforvlgll -

Union Health secretary Sudhansh
Pant, in a letter to states and UTs,
underlined the need to keep vigil.
“Due to consistent and

" collaborative actions between
~ Centre and state governments, we

have heen able to sustain the
trajectory at sustainable low
rates,” he said. .

medlcal oxygen hospltal beds,
‘ventilators, drugs, diagnostics

and referral transport, as well
as that of ILI/SARI survell
lance measures

In an advisory on Monday,
the ministry said, “As Covid-19
virus continues to circulate
and its epidemiology behaviour
gets settled in Indian weather
conditions, along with circula-
tion of other usual pathogens,
it is of utmost impertance that
we maintain a state of constant
vigil over the Covid situation,
right up to the district levels.”
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CM meets PM, seeks X18,177.44 crore
drought aid and increase of job days
to 150 days under MGNREGA

Fund for Upper Bhadra project, environment clearance for Mahadayi, and permit to begin Mekedatu project also sought

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah called on

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in Delhi on
Tuesday and placed five
demands, including
$18,177.44 crore as assis-
tance for  mitigating
drought, before the Cen-
tral government.

He appealed to Mr. Modi
to direct a high-level com-
mittee headed by Home
Minister Amit Shah to hold
an emergency meeting and
instruct release funds for
undertaking drought relief
in the State.

Karnataka has been fac-
ing a severe drought in 223
out of 236 taluks and farm-
ers have been demanding
compensation for the crop
loss during the Kharif sea-
son owing to failure of the
monsoon. The Chief Minis-
ter was accompanied by
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda.

Four other demands
The four demands placed
by Karnataka before the
Centre are: increase in the
number of days of employ-
ment from 100 days to 150
days per job card under
the MGNREGA, release of
funds for the Upper Bha-
dra project, environment
clearance for the Mahadayi
project, and grant of per-
mission to commence
work on the Mekedatu re-
servoir across the river
Cauvery.

In a memorandum to
Mr. Modi on the drought

?

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda with Prime Minister
Marendra Modiin New Delhi on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

situation, the State sought
input subsidy of ¥4,663.12
crore, gratuitous relief of
2,577.86 crore, T566.78
crore for drinking water,
and ¥363.68 crore for ani-
mal husbandry interven-
tion, totalling 18,177.44
crore.

Providing details on the
extent of drought, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said: “Around
48.19 lakh hectares of agri-
culture and horticulture
crops have suffered losses
ranging from 33% to 100%,
with the majority of area
reporting loss of more than
80%. Small and marginal
farmers are most affected,
as about 83% of the land
under cultivation is co-
vered by small and margi-
nal farm holdings.” He said
the government has as-
sessed the damage to the
crops and sought an input
subsidy of ¥4,663.12 crore

from NDRF.

Defending the State’s
claim for input subsidy, Mr.
Siddaramaiah said: “The
land area under cultivation
falling under small and
marginal farm holdings
(SMF) is important to de-
termine the input subsidy
payable to the State. Karna-
taka has a robust digital da-
tabase of farmers under
the system called FRUITS
(Farmer Registration & Un-
ified Beneficiary Identifica-
tion System), which is Aad-
haar-enabled and reliable.
PMEKISAN is using FRUITS
identification numbers for
making DBT payment in
Karnataka. Our request is
to consider the area under
SMF holdings as per the
Aadhaar-enabled FRUITS
digital database.”

The Chief Minister said
the Centre might follow the
Agriculture Census of 2015-

16, which indicated that
43.94% of land area in Kar-
nataka is covered by SMF
holdings. However, as per
the FRUITS database of
Karnataka, 83% of land is
covered by holdings which
are small and marginal.
He, therefore, requested
the Prime Minister to di-
rect the high-level commit-
tee to consider the number
of and area under SMF
holdings as per the FRUITS
database of Karnataka.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the average size of opera-
tional holding in Karnataka
has decreased from 3.2 Ha
in 197071 to 1.35 Ha in
2015-16. The average size
would have further de-
creased in the last eight
years since 2015-16. There-
fore, relying on 2015-16 da-
ta would cause great injus-
tice to Karnataka. He said:
“It is nearly three months

since we submitted our
first memorandum and
two months since the Cen-
tral team made its field vi-
sits. The farmers of Karna-
taka are in deep distress.
Since crops have failed, it is
necessary that we pay the
input subsidy to the farm-
ers soon so as to alleviate
their hardship and suffer-
ing”

Mr. Siddaramaiah also
discussed pending irriga-
tion projects in the State
and urged the Centre to
provide environment clea-
rance for the implementa-
tion of the Mahadayi Kalasa
Banduri Nala Project.

Speaking to reporters in
Delhi, the Chief Minister
said the Centre had de-
clared 5,300 crore for the
Upper Bhadra project in
the Union Budget. But not
a single rupee has been re-
leased so far. He urged Mr.
Maodi to release funds.

On the Mekedatu pro-
ject, the CM said the Prime
Minister’s attention has
been drawn towards the
project. *The lower ripar-
ian Tamil Nadu is opposing
the project for its political
gains. The project aims to
cater the drinking water
needs of Bengaluru and
surrounding areas of the ci-
ty"”. The water would be re-
leased to Tamil Nadu after
generation of 400 MW of
power at the dam site.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the government is ready to
take an all-party delegation
to the Centre to seek early
clearance and funds for
Mahadayi, Upper Bhadra,
and Mekedatu projects.




States can borrow an extra
<2 lakh crore this fiscal year

Centre allows 22 States to raise additional borrowings of about ¥61,000 cr. for meeting pension

liabilities by NPS contributions; States can also raise 1.43 lakh cr. tied to power sector reforms

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

tates may be able to
s tap about ¥2.04 lakh

crore as additional
borrowings over their net
borrowing limits for the
year, the Finance Ministry
indicated on Tuesday.

The Centre had allowed
22 States to raise additional
borrowings of almost
¥61,000 crore this year on
top of their net borrowing
ceilings of 3% of Gross
State Domestic Product
(GSDP), as of October 27,
the Ministry said .

Borrowing leeway

States may be able to borrow about 32.04 lakh cr. over their
net borrowing limits for the year, Finance Ministry indicates

= Govt. had allowed 22 States to
borrow almost $61,000 crore on top
of net borrowing ceilings of 3% of

GSDP, as of October 27

® Fifteenth Finance Commission

mooted additional borrowing

space of 0.5% of States' GSDP as
performance-based incentive for

power sector reforms

The extra borrowing
ceiling was granted to
States who met their pen-
sion liabilities by making

required contributions to
the National Pension Sys-
tem (NPS), which oversees
the retirement savings of

government  employees
since 2004.
Moreover, States are

eligible to raise a little
more than ¥1.43 lakh crore
this year, based on the re-
commendations of the Mi-
nistry of Power.

This is linked to the Fif-
teenth Finance Commis-
sion’s (FFC) suggestion to
grant States an additional
borrowing space of 0.5% of
GSDP as a performance-
based incentive for carry-
ing out reforms in the pow-
er sector that improve op-
erational and economic
efficiency at the State level.

Sony yet to clear Zee's
extension of deadline

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAIL

Sony Pictures Networks In-
dia (SPNI) on Tuesday said
it had not agreed to any ex-
tension of the deadline as
sought by Zee Entertain-

ment Enterprises Ltd.
(ZEEL) citing contractual
obligations.

“ZEE’s notice to the
Bombay Stock Exchange
and the National Stock Ex-
change of India dated De-
cember 17 is an acknowled-
gement that they will not
be able to meet the Decem-
ber 21, 2023, deadline to
close the SPNI/ZEE merg-
er,” a spokesperson of SPNI

said in a statement.

“The notice triggers an
existing contractual provi-
sion in the deal that allows
for both parties to discuss
the possibility of extending
the deadline. SPNI is re-
quired to start those con-
versations but has not yet
agreed to a deadline exten-
sion,” the Indian unit of the
Japanese company said.

“We look forward to
hearing ZEE's proposals
and how they plan to com-
plete the remaining critical
closing conditions,” the
SPNI spokesperson added.

Shares of ZEEL declined
3.17% to close at ¥271.65 on
the BSE on Tuesday.

RBI tightens norms
for AIF investments

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAIL

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has tightened norms
for Regulated Entities (RE)
like banks and Non-Bank-
ing Financial Companies to
prevent evergreening of
loans via investments in Al-

ternative Investment
Funds (AIFs).
The regulator said

though REs do make in-
vestments in units of AIFs
as part of their regular in-
vestment operations, cer-
tain transactions of REs in-
volving AlFs had raised
regulatory concerns.

“In order to address

concerns relating to possi-
ble evergreening through
this route, it is advised that
REs shall not make invest-
ments in any scheme of

AlFs which has down-
stream investments either
directly or indirectly in a
debtor company of the
RE,” the regulator said.




‘Farm sector growth to slip below 1%
in H2, feed food price pressures

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With kharif crop yields
dropping, foodgrain out-
put set to hit a four-year
low and rabi crop sowing
significantly lagging last
year’s levels by mid-De-
cember, ICRA on Tuesday
warned of a further slow-
down in farm sector
growth in the second half
which could weaken rural
demand and accentuate
food price pressures.
“Amid delayed harvest-
ing of paddy in some
States, the cumulative rabi
sowing trailed the year-ago
levels by 5.1% as on Dec. 15
with crops like rice (-9.7%),

cM
K

wheat (-6.4%) and pulses
(-8.2%) recording a steep
lag over the year-ago le-
vels,” ICRA noted in a re-
port on the farm sector.
“This is likely to exert up-
ward pressure on prices.”
GVA growth from the
agriculture sector may slip
below 1% in the last two
quarters of this year, from

1.2% in Q2, dragging the
full year’s growth under
the 2% mark, compared
with a 4% uptick in FY23,
the firm’s economists reck-
oned. The weak prospects
for rabi crop output amid
the El Nino effects, casts a
shadow on rural sentiment
and consumption demand
going forward.

The first advance esti-
mates of kharif output sug-
gest foodgrain production
slid 4.6% to a four-year low
of 148.6 million tonne, with
all kharif crops’ output de-
clining. Even crops that
clocked an increase in
their sown areas this year
are expected to see adip in
output, including sugar-

cane (-11.4%), rice (-3.8%)
and coarse cereals (-6.5%).
“The decline in the output
of most crops is larger than
the fall in their area sown,
reflecting a contraction in
yields,” they noted.

‘Downside risks’

By December 15, about 77%
of the total area sown in
2022, had been covered for
the rabi crop.

A weaker rural econo-
my also prompted the rat-
ing firm to add ‘downside
risks’ to its forecast of a
0-2% growth in tractor
sales for the year, after
they declined 3.7% in the
first half and 0.5% through
October and November.
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Aussie flavour rules as Starc,
Cummins break 20cr barrier

KKRs ¥24.75 crore bid for the left-arm pacer makes him the highest paid player in the IPL, trumps SRH’s bid of 20.50 crore
for the Australia captain; PBKS ropes in Harshal (311.75 crore), the most expensive Indian buy of the 2024 auction

The 2024 IPL dug-outs

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS

M.%5, Dhaoni, Ravindra Jadeja, '
Devon Conway, Ruturaj Gaikwad, « " aiés &
Ajinkya Rahane, Shaik Rasheed, %
Mitchell Santner, Moeen Ali,

Shivam Dube, Nishant Sindhu, Ajay Mandal,
Rajvardhan Hangargekar, Deepak Chahar,
Maheesh Theekshana, Mukesh Chowdhary,
Prashant Solanki, Simarjeet Singh, Tushar
Deshpande, Matheesha Pathirana

2024 auction picks

Daryl Mitchell, Sameer Rizvi, Shardul
Thakur, Mustafizur Rahman,

Rachin Ravindra, Avanish Rao

DELHI CAPITALS

Rishabh Pant, David Warner,
Prithvi Shaw, Yash Dhull, Abishek
Paorel, Axar Patel, Lalit Yaday,
Mitchell Marsh, Pravin Dubey,
Vicky Ostwal, Anrich Mortje, Kuldeep ‘r‘ada'.r

MUMBAI INDIANS

Hardik Pandya, Rohit Sharma, . 3
[Pewald Brevis, Suryakumar \ ﬂm...-
Yadav, Ishan Kishan, Tilak Varma, INDIANS
Tim David, Vishnu Vinod, Arjun

Tendulkar, Shams Mulani, Nehal Wadhera,
Jasprit Bumrah, Kumar Kartikeya, Piyush
Chawla, akash Madhwal, Jason Behrendorff,
Romario Shepherd

2024 auction picks

Gerald Coetzee, Nuwan Thushara, Dilshan
Madushanka, Mohammad Mabi, Anshul
Kambaoj, Naman Dhir, Shreyas Gopal,
Shivalik Sharma

PUNJAB KINGS

Shikhar Dhawan, Jitesh Sharma, "
Jonny Bairstow, Prabhsimran Singh,

Liam Livingstone, Atharva Taide, Rishi

Dhawan, Sam Curran, Sikandar Raza,

Shivam Singh, Harpreet Brar, Arsh-

deep Singh, Kagiso Rabada, Nathan Ellis, Rahul
Chahar, Vidwath Kaverappa, Harpreet Bhatia

Lungi Ngidi, Khaleel shmed, Ishant Sharma,
Mukesh Kumar
2024 auction picks
Kumar Kushagra, Jhye Richardson,

Harry Brook, Sumit Kumar, Shai Hope,

Tristan Stubbs, Rasikh Dar, Ricky Bhui,

Swastik Chhikara

GUJARAT TITANS

Shubman Gill, David Miller,

Matthew Wade, Wriddhiman ]

Saha, Kane Williamson, Abhinav ~ § !

Manohar, Sai Sudharsan, Darshan

Malkande, Vijay Shankar, Jayant

Yadav, Rahul Tewatia, Mohammed Shami,

MWoor Ahmad, Sai Kishore, Rashid Khan, Josh

Little, Mohit Sharma

2024 auction picks

Spencer Johnson, Shahrukh Khan, Umesh

Yadav, Robin Minz, Sushant Mishra, Kartik

Tyagi, Azmatullah Omarzai, Manav Suthar

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

Shreyas lyer, Nitish Rana, Rinku

Singh, Rahmanullah Gurbagz,

Jason Roy, Anukul Roy, Andre

Russell, Venkatesh lyer, Suyash

Sharma, Harshit Rana, Sunil Mar- :

ine, Vaibhav Arora, Varun Chakravarthy

2024 auction picks

Mitchell Starc, Mujeeb Rahman, Sherfane

Rutherford, Gus Atkinson, Chetan Sakariya,

K.S. Bharat, Manish Pandey, Angkrish Raghu-

vanshi, Ramandeep Singh, Sakib Hussain

K.L. Rahul, Quintan de Kock, " Iﬁ-—f

Wicholas Pooran, Ayush Badoni, -—rﬂa“"."-‘“

Deepak Hooda, K. Gowtham,

Krunal Pandya, Kyle Mayers,
Marcus Stoinis, Prerak Mankad, Yudhvir Singh,
Mark Wood, Mayank Yadav, Mohsin Khan, Rawi
Bishnoid, Yash Thakur, Amit Mishra,
Maveen-ul-Hag, Devdutt Padikkal

2024 auction picks

Harshal Patel, Rilee Rossouw, Chris Woakes,
Ashutosh Sharma, Prince Choudhary,
Shashank Singh, Tanay Thyagarajan,
Vishwanath Pratap Singh

RAJASTHAN ROYALS

Sanju Samson, Jos Buttler, Shim-

ron Hetmyer, Yashasvi Jaiswal,

Chruv Jurel, Rivan Parag, Dono-

van Ferreira, Kunal Rathore, R.

Ashwin, Kuldeep Sen, Navdeep Saini, Sandeep
Sharma, Trent Boult, Yuzvendra Chahal, Adam
Zampa, Prasidh Krishna, Avesh Khan

2024 auction picks
Rovman Powell, Shubham Dubey, Nandre
Burger, Tom Kohler-Cadmore, Abid Mushtagq

ROYAL CHALLENGERS BANGALORE

Faf du Plessis, Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar, Anuj
Rawat, Dinesh Karthik, Suyash Prabhudes-

sai, Will Jacks, Glenn Maxwell, ’ .Z-'él g

Mahipal Lomror, Karn Sharma, .m?- w-

Manoj Bhandage, Akash Deep, '}!‘" Wl
e

Mohammed Siraj, Reece Topley,
Himanshu Sharma, Rajan Kumar,
Wyshak Vijaykumar, Mayank Dagar,
Cameron Green

LTI

2024 auction picks
Alzarri Joseph, Yash Dayal, Lockie Ferguson,
Tom Curran, Saurav Chauhan, Swapnil Singh

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD

Aiden Markram, Abdul Samad,
Rahul Tripathi, Glenn Phillips,
Mayank Agarwal, Heinrich Klaas-
en, Anmolpreet Singh, Upendra
Yadav, Mitish Kumar Reddy, Abhishek Sharma,
Marco Jansen, Washington Sundar, Sanvir Sin-
gh, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Fazaihag Farooagi,

T. Matarajan, Umran Malik, Mayank Markande,
Shahbaz Ahmed

2024 auction picks

Shivam Mavi, M. Siddharth, David Willey,
Ashton Turner, Arshin Kulkarni,

Arshad Khan

2024 auction picks

Pat Cummins, Travis Head, Jaydev
Unadkat, Wanindu Hasaranga,

Akash Singh, Jhathavedh Subramanyan

IPL AUCTION

Amol Karhadkar
DUBAI

ot once in the pre-
N vious 16 Indian Pre-

mier League (IPL)
player auctions had a bid
breached the ¥20 crore
mark. In fact, the auction
purse for each team at the
start of the IPL in 2008 was
¥20 crore.

On Tuesday, the barrier
was broken, not just once
but twice. Australia’s
World Cup-winning pace
duo of Mitchell Starc and
captain Pat Cummins shat-
tered all records, emerging
as the biggest
beneficiaries.

While Cummins be-
came the first to overhaul
the ¥20 crore barrier,
when the Sunrisers Hyde-
rabad outbid the Royal
Challengers Bangalore to
sign Cummins for a whop-
ping ¥20.50 crore.

Minutes later, in a face-
off between Kolkata Knight
Riders and Gujarat Titans,
Starc emerged as the most
expensive player ever in
IPL with KKR bagging him
for a massive ¥24.75 crore.

When the bidding for
Starc - slotted in the fourth
set of the auction at the Co-
ca Cola Arena here — be-
gan, both KKR and GT had
more than ¥31 crore in
their kitty. It was a given
that the franchises will loo-
sen their purse to have the
prized catch.

Mumbai Indians and
Delhi Capitals started the
bidding war before hand-
ing it over to the two key
contenders around the 10
crore mark. Then on, the
next eight minutes saw
mayhem and a plethora of
oohs and aahs from the au-
dience - the first such in-
stance of a live audience at
an IPL auction - before
KKR had the last laugh.

Chennai Super Kings
signed New Zealand sensa-
tion Daryl Mitchell for T14
crore. The defending

champion also had anoth-
er Kiwi addition to its ros-
ter in promising all-roun-
der Rachin Ravindra (F1.80
crore).

Mumbai Indians benefit-
ed from Gerald Coetzee’s
(I5 crore) name cropping
up before Starc and Cum-
mins as it added the young
South African to its squad
for a reasonable price. It al-
so enabled them to go for
another overseas pacer in
Sri Lanka’s Dilshan Ma-
dushanka (¥4.60 crore)
despite entering the auc-
tion with a limited purse.

Besides Cummins, Sun-
risers also added Austra-
lia’s on-song opener Travis
Head (¥6.80 crore) while
Rajasthan Royals spent
more than half of its auc-
tion purse on West Indies’
power-hitter Rovman Po-
well (¥7.40 crore) who was
the first player to be of-
fered by auctioneer Mallika
Sagar.

Among Indian cricke-
ters, Harshal Patel (¥11.75
crore) emerged as the most
expensive signing, with
Punjab Kings welcoming
the effective death bowler
with open arms.

It wasn't just the inter-
national stars that benefit-
ed from the Moneyball.
More than a dozen domes-
tic cricketers joined the
crorepati club, with Sa-
meer Rizvi (I8.40 crore), a
young hig-hitter from Uttar
Pradesh, leading the pack.

Chennai Super Kings got
hold of Rizvi after a fierce
bidding war that also in-
volved GT and Delhi Capi-
tals. Kumar Kushagra
(¥7.20 crore), the Jhark-
hand wicketkeeper-batter,
went to Capitals while Ta-
mil Nadu's Shahrukh Khan
(¥7.40 crore) did not lose
out on too much money
despite being released by
Punjab Kings ahead of the
auction. The Kings™ bid for
price correction backfired
on it as it lost the game of
paddles to Gujarat Titans,
with Titans walking away
with the burly hitter.



A slick show gives Petroleum men a
record-extending 27th title

Full-strength Reserve Bank of India cashes in again at Tamil Nadu’s expense in the women'’s summit clash

TT NATIONALS

Rakesh Rao
PANCHEULA

s widely anticipat-
Aei Petroleum
went through the

motions of winning the
team title in the National
table tennis championship
for a record-extending
27th time and Reserve
Bank of India women
came up with their first
successful title-defence.

Petroleum, without the
services of ace Sharath Ka-
mal, chose to rest spear-
head Harmeet Desai in the
final. Defending singles
champion G. Sathiyan,
who arrived here on Mon-
day evening, was fielded
for the third singles while
the struggling duo of A.
Amalraj and Manav Thak-
kar were to play two sin-
gles each, if needed.

Strongest trio

Like in Jammu, in the pre-
vious edition, RBI paraded
its strongest trio of defend-
ing singles winner Sreeja
Akula, Avhika Mukherjee
and an not-so-fully-fit Diva
Chitale against Tamil Na-

Champions again: The Petroleum men and Reserve Bank of India women, and their coaches, proudly pose with their reward after retaining
the team titles. RAKESH RAD
du.

If the TN girls Yashini Si-

vashankar, Kavyashree
Baskar and Selenadeepthi
Selvakumar were hoping
to avenge the 2-3 defeat
suffered at Jammu, RBI
served a rude shock.

The identical 3-0 mar-
gins for the winners’ came
without the members of
these champion teams be-
ing required to play their
best. This highlighted the
gulf that exists between
some institutional teams
and those from States.

Bouncing back

A rusty Amalraj, a former
MNational champion,
dropped the opening game

to much-younger Payas
Jain but bounced back to
force a match-point in the
fourth game. The Delhi
youngster won four points
on the trot to force the de-
cider, where Amalraj just
about managed to come
out stronger.

Manav, having lost twice
on way to this final, played
better against a fighting
Sudhanshu Grover to win
in four games. Sathivan
took time to get the feel of
the conditions against ris-
ing-talent Shubh Goel and
swiftly closed out the final
with a 11-2 scoreline in the
third game.

In the wormen's final, Ar-
juna Award-elect Ayhika

saved two match-points -
one each in the third and
fifth games — against an in-
consistent Yashini to come
out stronger. Sreeja ex-
pectedly tamed Kavyash-
ree to double RBI's lead.

Finishing touches

It was left to an injured Di-
ya to put the finishing
touches against Selena. In
spite of looking far from
normal in her movements,
Diyva outplayed Selena in
the second and third
games to move ahead. Se-
lena struck right back to
force the decider.

Here, Selena had match-
points at 10-9, 12-11 and 13-
12 and faced one at 10-11.

But all credit to Diva for
playing the big points bet-
ter and eventually shutting
out the contest by racing
away with the last three
points.

The results (final): Men:
Petraleum bt Delhi 3-0 (A
Amalraj bt Payas Jain 9-11, 13-11,
11-9,11-13, 11-9; Manav Thakkar
bt Sudhanshu Grover 11-9, 11-8,
5-11, 11-%; &. Sathiyan bt Shubh
Goel 11-6,11-9, 11-2).

Women: Reserve Bank of India
bt Tamil Nadu 3-0 (Ayhika
Mukherjee bt Yashini Sivashankar
12-14, 3-11, 13-11, 11-6, 13-11;
Sreeja Akula bt Kavyashree
Baskar 11-3, 11-8, 11-5; Diya
Chitale bt Selenadeepthi
Selvakumar 6-11, 11-5, 11-7, 8-11,
15-13).



Hardik and Savita win
accolades at FIH
annual awards

Hardik. FILE PHOTO

HOCKEY

Press Trust of India
LAUSANNE

Indian men’s hockey team
midfielder Hardik Singh
and women’s side captain
Savita on Tuesday won the
FIH Player of the Year and
Goalkeeper of the Year
(women) awards respec-
tively.

The awards were de-
clared following a vote by
an expert panel, National
Associations — represented
by their respective national

Savita. FILE PHOTD

teams’ captains and coach-
es, fans and media.

With 114 caps to his
name, Hardik is the next
big thing in Indian hockey.
He was a vital cog in India’s
bronze-medal win at the
2020 Olympics.

This is Hardik’s second
big award this year after
the Hockey India Balbir
Singh Sr Award for Player
of the Year 2022.

As for Savita, this is her
third consecutive FIH Wo-
men’s Goalkeeper of the
Year award, having won
the recognition in 2021 and
2022.
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The deep import of the Article 370 verdict

ays after the Supreme Court of India’s

voluble judgment on the August 2019

presidential orders, there has been

considerable, and excellent,
dissection of its validation of the removal of
Jammu and Kashmir's autonomy, and its cursory
handling of Parliament’s demotion and division
of the State to two Union Territories.

Much of the commentary has dealt with the
judgment’s implications for the rest of the
country, which are far-reaching. It undermines
the rights of States vis-d-vis the Union even on
critical issues such as statehood and division,
grants the President far larger powers over States
than earlier envisaged, and allows long-term
political and territorial decisions to be made
under limited-term emergency conditions such as
President’s rule.

There are three other key elements which
have, however, been less discussed: what the
verdict means on the ground for Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh, what it tells us about how
the Court sees peace and security, and what it
implies for the fundament of democracy in India.
Back in 1953-55, the States Reorganisation
Commission held widespread public
consultations during which villages expressed
their preference for which unit to belong. This
judgment negates even the right to consultation
of the State's elected representatives.

On the ground, the judgment has been met
largely with silence that is ambiguous in Jammu,
disappointed in Kargil, welcoming in Ladakh
{with reservations), and ominous in the Valley.
Jammu'’s ambiguity centres on its experience of
economic dispossession post-2019, when the
Lieutenant-Governor's adminisiration awarded
trade, retail and mining rights to national rather
than local industry. In Ladakh, Kargil's
disappointment stems from the fact that its
majority Shia wishes to retain ties to the Valley.
Leh's welcome of separation from the Valley is
tempered by the desire for an elected
administration instead of a Lieutenant-Governor.

Impact on the Valley

The most severe impact is undoubtedly in the
Valley, where the verdict has reinforced a
widespread belief that Kashmiris are resented by
the rest of India and their voice is repeatedly
silenced. The circumstances in which the
President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, passed his
August 5 orders were draconian, to say the least.
Additional troops were sent in at July end, over
5,500 Kashmiri politicians and activists, including
three former Chief Ministers, were putin
detention on the day before, Section 144 was

Radha Kumar

is the author of
‘Paradise at War: A
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applied forbidding gatherings of four or more
persons, and a total communications blackout
was imposed.

Motably, neither the main nor the concurring
judgments mention these events in their
summaries of incidents prefiguring the
presidential orders.

Instead of acknowledging the enormity of the
administration’s actions, which imposed war-like
conditions on the people, the judges accepted the
alleged security threat, in August 2019, to the
Amarnath Yatra — of which nothing has been
heard since, either on what it comprised or how
it was averted — as background to the presidential
orders and the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019. Security has also been
accepted as a reason for the delay in restoring
statehood, despite the adminisiration’s claim that
the situation is much improved.

A blanket acceptance of alleged security
concerns can be dangerous. Over the past eight
years, it has allowed innumerable unwarranted
arrests of journalists, activists and even
comedians, who languish in jail on unproven
charges of unlawful activities and/or sedition. The
failure to probe security concerns has closed
debate on policy and performance in tackling
internal and external conflict, as can be seen in
the cursory parliamentary discussion of the
ongoing civil conflict in Manipur. Though there
was indication of a security lapse leading to the
death of 40 paramilitary troops in a terrorist
attack in Pulwama in February 2019, there was no
published inquiry into it. Whether we will learn
the truth of the recent lapse that allowed a group
of young Indians to let off canister smoke bombs
in Parliament remains to be seen. Yet, policy
accountability is critical to operational
improvement.

Rising violence, violation of rights
In the recent judgment, Justice 5.K. Kaul's
‘epilogue’ does take note of human rights abuses
in Jammu and Kashmir. But it appears, like the
main judgment, to ignore the violation of human
and political rights in and since August 2019,
Worse, both ignore the lesson learned from
India’s own experience, that peacemaking offers
the best solution to internal conflict. Available
data show a slowly rising curve of violence in
Jammu and Kashmir after the Union Home
Ministry adopted policies of purge and
censorship, accompanied by deterioration in the
India-Pakistan ceasefire agreement. By contrast,
the data show a sharp curve of diminishing
violence during the peace process of 2002-13.

In other words, the rise in violence between

2016-2018 that the Attorney-General and
Solicitor-General referred to might have been
more effectively countered by the policy of the
A.B. Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh
administrations, of improving democratic
practice on the ground in the State while
engaging in peace talks with Pakistan. Validation
of the extreme clampdown of August 2019 and
the actions taken under its cover, on the other
hand, run the risk of an upsurge in violence if or
when a semblance of democracy is restored.

Could a ruth and reconciliation commission
bridge the gap, as Justice Kaul appears to suggest?
The proposal was made over a decade ago by
then Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, but found
few takers. Unlike the South African commission,
which took place in the context of a peace
agreement to end apartheid and transfer power
to the African National Congress, Mr. Abdullah’s
proposal was made when peace talks with
Pakistan had withered, first at General
Musharraf’s request and then due to the Mumbai
terrorist attacks. Despite this end, the after-effects
of the peace process lasted until 2014.

By conirast, there is no peace process in
Jammu and Kashmir today. Far from it, the
verdict's validation of the removal of autonomy,
and administrative bias towards developers and
industrialists from outside the former State, can
only harden alienation in the Valley. In such a
situation, who will reconcile with whom?

This blueprint may be of help

Many asle Alright, but what is done is done. How
do we move on from here? My answer will please
no one.

The Union administration could start a new
peace process. It could restore statehood, and
hold elections. It could return freedom of
expression. But it would need to be prepared for
an outpouring of anger that has thus far been
dammed by fear of arrest or worse, and to
respond to that anger with compassion and
understanding, not bullets and prison bars.
Longer term, it would need to return to the
blueprint for a solution that was developed by
A.B. Vajpayee and Mr. Singh. That blueprint
included the disarmament of armed groups and
demilitarisation of the area, a soft border with
autenomy for both Jammu and Kashmir and its
Pakistan-held parts, together with an option of
joint development for the whole of the former
princely State.

I do not see the current administration
returning to that blueprint, nor can I imagine
another that would sustain. Perhaps better minds
than mine will.

Tax ‘HESS' foods, view it as a public health imperative |

(HFSS) foods is one of the major risk

factors to a host of health issues that
include obesity, diabetes and high blood
pressure. According to a World Bank report of
2019, worldwide, 70% of all overweight and obese
people live in Low- and Middle-Income
Countries, with a 55% rise in rural areas across
the globe, dispelling the perception that
overweight/obesity is only a problem in
high-income countries and urban and affluent
communities. The Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs) burden in India has skyrocketed from 38%
in 1990 to 65% in 2019. The global burden of
diseases study shows that annually, 1.2 million
deaths in India can be attributed to dietary risks
alone. The economic impact of overweight and
obesity in India was estimated at $23 billion in
2017. If unattended, this is likely to rise to $480
billion by 2060.

T he consumption of High Fat Sugar Salt

India’s shift in dietary habits

The ulira-processed food sector in India
witnessed a compounded annual growth rate of
13.4% berween 2011 and 2021. As the world's
largest producer and consumer of sugar in 2022,
the country has seen an alarming surge in
consumption of HFSS foods. About 50%-60% of
edible sugar, salt and fat produced in India is
consumed by the processed food industry. Sales
of snacks and soft drinks have tripled over the
past decade, exceeding $30 billion last year,
indicating a disturbing trend in dietary habits.
This not only poses severe health risks but also
impacts productivity and economic growth,
necessitating urgent interventions to curtail the
rising consumption of these products.

There is a global trend of utilising fiscal
measures to combat obesity. Taxaton is
considered to be an effective means to reduce the
consumption of these products as most
consumers are price responsive towards them.
While taxation on sugar-sweetened beverages
{S5Bs) is far more wide and used in more than GO
countries, taxarion on HFSS food is less common,
although rapidly increasing. Some 16 countries
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including Denmarlk, France, Hungary, Mexico,
South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United
States, among others, now have a dedicated tax
on HFSS foods. Most recently, Colombia’s “junk
food law"” introduced a gradually increasing levy
on ulra-processed foods, providing a model for
other nations. In India, Kerala had also
introduced a ‘fat tax” way back in 2016, which
later got subsumed into India's Goods and
Services Tax in 2017

Case for high HFSS tax

The imperative for taxing HFSS arises from
significant market failures associated with their
consumption, contributing to negative
externalities and internalities. Negative
externalities manifest as societal costs in the form
of increased health-care expenditures. For
example, the escalation of diabetes and obesity
due to increased HFSS consumption leads to
external costs imposed on society, necessitating
substantial health-care expenditures, borne
through elevated taxes to finance public health
insurance such as the Ayushman Bharat Yojana.
Meanwhile, internalities, stemming from
consumers' limited understanding, influenced by
aggressive marketing, result in inadvertent harm
to themselves. Taxes can offer a targeted and
effective means to curb detrimental consumption
habits, thereby reducing societal burdens.
Implementing such taxes has shown promise in
various countries, demonstrating a reduction in
the purchase of unhealthy items.

Unlike the taxation of other sin goods such as
tobacco and alcohol, the HFSS taxation need not
be viewed as a means for raising revenue, but
should be seen as a fiscal tool to incentivise the
industry to reformulate the products more in
favour of healthier alternatives and for people to
reorganise their food consumption basket in
favour of a healthier diet. If properly designed,
HFSS food tax can be both non-regressive, and
fiscally neutral. A recent study on South Africa’s
Health Promotion Levy showed that there were
larger relative reductions in purchases of taxable
beverages among lower socio-economic status

(SES) households compared with reductions
observed in higher SES households, making such
taxes non-regressive. Tax rates need to be
differentiated based on the nutritional quality of
the food s0 as to incentivise product
reformulations. For example, it is possible to have
a GST system with HF5S foods in the highest rate
structure while their healthier alternatives have
either zero or minimal tax rates so that the net
tax burden on a household's food consumption
basket remains the same. This would create a
level-playing field between HFSS and their
healihier alternatives, making healthier food
choices more affordable and accessible.

GST and nutritional content

Current GST rates on ultra-processed foods, such
as salty snacks and 55Bs, do not adequately align
with nutritional content. For example, tax on
S5Bs with a 28% GST rate and 12% compensation
cess, overlooks sugar content. All aerated
beverages are taxed uniformly as well. Similarly,
juices face a flat 12% rate, irrespective of their
fruit and sugar content. Salty snacks are taxed at
12% regardless of their salt content. Such
inconsistencies fail to consider the varying
nutritional impact of these products and hence
show limited impact on altering consumption
baskets in favour healthier alternatives.

HFSS taxation in India should not be merely
seen as an economic or fiscal policy concern but
it deserves to be considered a public health
imperative. Effectively designed taxes can reap
multiple benefits — they can act as a deterrent to
consuming HFSS; promote healthier food
choices; prompt manufacturers to reformulate
foods; improve public health outcomes; reduce
the burden on the health-care system, and foster
the nation's well-being. When combined with
other measures such as promotion of nutrition
literacy and effective food labelling, it can be a
more potent tool to combat the rising epidemic of
overweight and obesity by creating a more
sustainable and equitable food system.

The views expressed are personal



&

DECCAN HERALD

ESTABLISHED 1948

Parliament, democracy
in suspension

he continuing suspensions of members, coming in

hefty instalments in the last few days, have almost

completely emptied parliament of the Opposition.
Members have been suspended from both the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha and it is an extraordinary situation
when members are suspended en masse day after day.
Fourteen MPs were suspended for the remainder of the
session last week. Thirty-three from the Lok Sabhaand 45
from Rajya Sabha, all belonging to the INDIA group, were
suspended on Monday. As many as 49 were suspended on
Tuesday, bringing the total number of suspensions in this
session to 141. The conduct of some members has been
referred to the privileges committee. They will remain
under suspension till the committee clears them. Others
will be under suspension for the rest of the winter session.
Action has not been taken against somany membersinany
previous session of parhament.

Allthe suspensions are aconsequence of the ( )pposition’s
demand fora statement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
or Home Minister Amit Shah in parbament over the secu-
rity breach in the Lok Sabha last week. The government
has not cared to do so and unfortu-
nately both leaders chose to make
statements on the breach outside
parliament, which can be consid-
ered a violation of the privileges
of parliament. MPs have the night
to demand a statement from the
government on such an important
matter and a discussion on it. That
is what parliamentis for. The nanon
would benefit from the debate and
also has a right to it. The govern-
ment has tried to evade it on tech-

nical and other untenable grounds.
Neither the Prime Minister nor the Home Minister isabove

the norms. conventions and demands of parliament, and
egos should not come in the way of parliamentary respon-
sibiliries, as the Opposition has pointed out.

The government side has argued that the Opposition
members have been suspended for their unruly conduct.
Opposition members often resort to unruly conduct in
frustration over denial of their rights. Itis the government’s
responsibility to take the Opposition along and ensure that
parliament functions well. The Supreme Court has also said
Lk:a:tlt;ng sggpeqsions from parliamentorstate assemblies

m;—l& w;?gﬁt;fm iﬁ:ﬁ tl;::a] pf:?l:;r?ceﬂ of the Sp?ff
sition will lack legitimacy. With much of the Opposition
pus-f‘wd out and forced to protest outside, what remains 1s
gcnpplf'd parliament, and a crippled democracy result-
ing from it. Such massive externment of the Opposition
happens only in authoritarian countmes. Parliament is at
the heart of the constitutional system of the country and it
showld not be redoced to a tarce. '




TELECOM BILL TIMELY,
BUT RETHINKNEEDED
ON PRIVACY BREACHES

HE introduction of the Telecommunication Bill in the

Lok Sabha has not come a day too soon. It is the first

rewrite of our archaic telecom laws in 138 years—they

have till now been mainly defined by the British-era

Indian Telegraph Act of 1885. It is troubling that it has
taken so long to bring the rulebook up to date in the rapidly
changing sector. On the other hand, the complexity and high-
stake controversies have made the task none too easy. A wel-
come change from earlier drafts is the dropping of over-the-
top or OTT communication services such as WhatsApp and
Zoom from the definition of telecom services; the govern-
ment has rightly indicated that for now they will be regulated
directly by the electronics and IT ministry till it is ready
to roll with the Digital India Act.

The new bill’s attempt to simplify processes for telecom
networks by moving from a cumbersome licensing regime to
an authorization system is welcome; as is the adoption of an
administrative allocation of satellite spectrum in preference
to the auction method that benefits only those with deep pock-
ets. It has been proved that spectrum auction drives up the
cost of telecom services. By prescribing a fine of up to 32
crore and a jail term of up to 3 years, the government has also
indicated it is serious about stopping illegal phone taps and
unauthorised hacking. The new provisions mandate biomet-
ric identification before issuing SIM cards; this should help
trace some of the perpetrators of online fraud.

While the bill gives high priority to curtailing illegal phone
taps, it unfortunately does not protect individual privacy if
the ‘phone tapper’ happens to be the State. For a spectrum of
ill-defined reasons such as ‘state security’ and maintaining
‘public order’, communication between persons may be in-

tercepted, monitored or blocked. Wire-tapping by enforce-

ment agencies was a hot potato under the old Telegraph Act;
instead of providing strong checks, the new bill has legiti-
mised the transgression. The bill also allows unbridled power
to the State to take over telecom services in the case of public

emergencies or in the interest of public safety. This is a risk

for businesses operating in this space. However, with the cur-
rent winter session of parliament almost over and elections

looming, there will hopefully be scope for debate and course
correction of some of the more worrisome provisions.
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USE WATERWAYS TO BOOST
ODISHA COAL MOVEMENT

HERE are two ways of looking at India’s inland water-

ways transport (IWT) sector. Heavily under-used is what

comes to mind first. The share of IWT among transport

modes in India is barely 2 percent, as against compara-

ble global figures of 8-15 percent; Bangladesh waterways
account for an astounding 30 percent of their modal mix. In-
dia has 14,500 km of navigable inland waterways, but their
use has been sub-optimal even though the modern era of IWT
development in the country started way back in 1986. The
Centre has notified 111 national waterways across 24 states,
with a bulk of the sector’s development happening under the
NDA government. The other side of the split picture is that
the sector has shown some promise in the last half-decade—
from moving 55.4 million tonnes of cargo in 2016-17 to 126 MT
last year. Overall traffic logged a healthy 16 percent increase
during 2022-23.

However, just three states—Goa, Maharashtra and Gu-
jarat—together account for over three-fourths of the traffic,
which shows that other states need to pedal faster. States such
as Odisha, with huge amounts of mined minerals that need
0 be moved at scale, seem to be missing out on an opportunity
to decongest its roads and railways. The state has four notified
waterways, but only two of them have picked up cargo activ-
ity in last couple of years. National Waterway (NW)-5, which
connects four important stretches measuring about 623 km,
has immense potential. In 2022-23, the route handled 0.4 MT
of cargo, up from a mere 14,923 tonnes the year before. NW-64
too showed a similar trend. But the state’s other two routes
have barely made an impression.

Odisha accounts for almost a quarter of the country’s coal
reserves and its annual production is at around 185 MT. The
coalfields of Talcher alone yield half the state’s production.
With the Indian government deciding to double down on coal,
aiming to reach the 1-billion-tonne production mark, Odisha
has an opportunity to make the most of the IWT sector. NW-5
can play a big role in this as it connects Angul, the district in
which Talcher is located, with the major ports of Paradip and
Dhamra. Making NW-5 and NW-64 work at their optimum
capacities could prove to be a game-changer for the state.
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